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'ABSTRACT : _
Effects of early marriage and marriage deferment on
educational attainment and occupat10na1 achievement of black and

white youth were investigated in a longitudinal study of 1,052 rural
youth from Alabama, Georgia, Louisianra, Mississippi, South Carolina,

and Texas. Data were obtained from the larger Southern Youth Study,
1966-72. Within the framework of the life cycle perspective, eariy
marriage was found to be associated with a set of attitudinal -~ ’
_antecedents generally indicative of lower level achievements. /
Specific findings showed: both blacks and whites who held aspiratioms -
and expectations during adolescence for lower level education and
occupation married early; actual early marriage was associated in ,
early adulthood with lower attainment as well as with continuation of
lower achievement orientations; negatzve achievement irfluence of

early marriage was generally pervas;ve for both males and females,
.blacks and whites. An unexpected finding was that the

interrelationship between marital deferment and achievement attltudes
did not appear until early adulthood for blacks, and then for
expectations and attainments only. For whites, early marriage-had a \
depressant effect on adolescent.and early adult aspirations and.
expectations, both educationally and occupationally. Plndzngs-taren
collectively point tQ timing of marriage as an important behavior'
influence in-status attainment processes. (Authcr/RS)
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MARRIAGE DEFERMENT AND ACHIEVEMENT OF RURAL YOUTH
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The effects of early marriage and rﬁméage deferment for the educational and
occupational achievement process L8 investigated in a Longitudinal study of ..
1052 southenn nural youth (Southenn Youth Study). Within the framework of a
Life cycle perspective, early manniage was found to be associated with a set
0f attitudinal antecedents generally .indicative of Lowenr Level achievements.

Both Black and White subjects who hefd aspirations and expectations durning
adolescence for Lowen Level education and occupation were found 2o mauy early. .
Actual early marrniage was in tuwn foundto be associated in early adulthood )
with Lowen attainment as well as with the continuation of Lowern achievement ., =
ontentations. The negative achievement influence of early marriage was found |
2o be genendlly pervasive throughout the sample holding fon both males and
females, blacks and whites. These findings taken collectively point Lo timing
0f marriage as an Lmportant behavion mﬁzuence in status auwanmen,t processes.

v T

In recent years, understanding of the American stratification system has
advanced considerably from information resulting from the study qf status attain-
ment processes (Blau and Duncan, 1967; Sewell et al. 1969, 1970; Haller and
Portes, 1972; Porter, 1974; Alexander and Eckland, 1974; Portes and ‘Wilson,

1976 among others). This body of literature has provided 2 new understanding

of influences of .social origins on later. attainments as well as the effects of .
various factors which intervene at different points between origins and attain-
ments. One consequence of this approach has been to bring the life cycle ,
'perspective into stratification research as a useful conc¢eptual tool. This study
attempts to address. this body of research by introducing the life cycle notion of
marriage timing as a.potentially important influence in attainment processes.

Lt has been found that as‘young people mature they form attitudes toward
their eventual life plans. These life plans appear to focus around at least two
central ideas: Y1) education with career plans; and (2) marriage and family
plans (Bayer, 1969a). .With these two concepts forming a major part of a person's
life, ig has proven useful to determine to what extent and in what manner the

“twWo ipteract with.and/or -conflict with each other while individuals establish _
* their statuses within society. The life 'cycle perspective provides one general

framework for examining the effects of tHese two life plan areas by ordering
events in a meaningful sequence for amalysis. .

The primary purpose of this research is to 1nvestigate the effect deferment
.of marriage has on the ability of youth to achieve higher levels of education
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and, therefore, by inference, higher, levels of occupational status. Educational
attainment has been investigated as one of the primary variables affecting status
attainment (Sewell et al. 1969, 1970 Alexander and Eckland 1974). This research
investigates the possibility that marriage deferment is an important variable .
in &tatus attainment research of. similar Significance to educational attainment.

In status ‘attainment research, level of education is seen as an intervening
variable ‘that transmits adolescent influences such as significant other influences,
grade poiht artd aspirations to subsequent attainments. From the life c9®cle approach
marital deferment can be viewed as a variable that cam potentially enhance
achievement. . . . :

~ ”

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

The Life Cycle

-

important ways. Flrst, it can provide a better understanding _ef -
origins influence a person's opportunities to achieve status- well ‘as providing, @
an understandlng of the importance of educational attainment-in the'determiquap '
tion of one's status (Sewell and Hauser, 1972). Secondly ecause it also prawides.
-aequsal sequence of events that are involved in the trausmission and éventual
attajnment of status, it can be useful in providing a Petter unde;;tanding of

the {nteraction of the education and career plans w1vh the family plans of a

yourg person. i .o

»

- . -

According=to Bates and Harvey (1975), the average American's life cycle
contains six stages--infancy, childhood, adolescence, adulthood, middle age and
-qu-age. As an 1nd1v1dual moves from one/SEage to another, alteratlons in .the
_person's activities occur and changes Iﬁ;;he quallty and amount of their parti-
cipation w1th1n the soc1ety takes place. - - :

Tﬁere are cr}klcal points 1n/the life gycle where drastlc changes in the
. _person's relationships, activities, and behavior occur. These changes are a
. result of the sudden engagement of new and more complex roles by individuals,
-while they at the same time leave behind simpler and more comfortable roles,
During the adolescence to adult transition Bates and Harvey (1973) point to
leaving -school, entering work, marriage and parenthood as a-major crisis period
during the life cycles. From the life cycle perspective marriage -and parenthood
are of similar importance as education and occupation.,

Life Cycle and Attainment - ,
/ -~ ¢ N
Attaimment, both educatlonaliy and occupationally, is essentially a process
that begins early in the life cycle and continues through adulthood and middle
age (Falk and Cosby, 1974). Because of this, a person's attdinment can be
viewed as 3 result of the accumulation of prior factors, influences, events,
expérlences and positions that people ar® exposed to.

-In the chlidhood stage of the grdwth cycle individuals begin to. form aspira-

tions concernlng their future. These first aspirations often take th&vform of v
fantasies .concerning what the child .desires as far as education, marriage, .
occupatlon and number of children wanted.° Slaqwly, as they mature, their choices
begin to t%}e the form of more reallstlc expectations (G1nzberg, et al., 1951).
- ~ 7
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It is possSible for 4 Person's.aspirations, expect3tigpg, and Ubsequent attain-

ments to vary. This occurs because the processg of'achieving cert:in levels of
attainments is never ending in that when one set of eXPecg,eionS i Achieved, new
aspirations ‘and expectations will be formed while old’ ®Neg 4y P€ "SViseq (Cosby,
et al., 1976). From this We rezognize that -childhood 3nd _4,1eSCE"t experiences
and attitudes have an important effect on subsequent 3%ulg atcainments but these
-(effects undergo constant modifications and adjustmentS- ‘

Blau and Duncapn (1967) were among the first to Utilize the 11£e CY¥cle concept
. to study social mobility and. status attainment. Throu8h ¢y iy W°gatthey try to
provide a systematic analySis of what they feel is the€ Maj,. you® o lon of the .
American stratification syStem, By determining four f?mily backgrt“nd variables
of a male populatiopn--father's education, father's occ“DXEionalef§~a Mmepe,
highest level of education completed by the individuals, Progtif level of individuyal's
first job--they seek to discover two primary relatioﬁshibs, First' they are .
interested in determining the extent that inherited 0F 3@Scpjped stdfuses affect
the social fate of gpn individual and second, they investigate ghe €Xteng that
positions jp the Status hierarchies affect 13ter attaiﬂngt levels
(Blau and Duncan, 1967; Haller and Portes, 1973).. Fro® thg . stUSTSS, py,y. .
and Dunghin found that the Parents' position did have 3 dirg . e££eCt on 1,
attaifment of their offspring, but that the primary effecy _p paTeRtS wag ap
indifect one via the educational level the offspring %3S Qnabled to Omplete. -

Sewell and his associates (1969, 1972, 1975, 1968> 19ygy condfiCted 5 gerjes
of studies concerning statuUs attainment which have co®€ to 4, kno¥ 3S the Wisconsin
model. These researchers have extended the earlier WOFR_Oftglau al Uncan by
introducing various social PSychological factors which €Ouyy pe T8 2ted ¢4 educa-
tional and occuPatjonal asPirations that form between Social briglns_and sub-
sequent attainments, ytilized in their study were V?riablee coﬂcernlng the status

of both parents, significant other influences, mental abilizy’ and levey of
respondent's asPirations fOr education and occupation- . . >
N . THE DATA . - R 7
[ % /s .
‘Sample - N S ' : . ) \(\ (
. : u .

L4

The data analyzed in this stydy were obtained fro™ a 1argefﬁparent project
entitled the Southern Youth Study’ (SYS) that'was collecteq ;. ;hree Yaves, The
SYS consists of high school age, rural youth from the SiX g ner” it?FeS of.
Alabama, Georgia, Loyisiana, Mississippi, South Carolinad and Texédr“” :

Wave I of the Sys was collected in 1966 from a poPUlag g 4 0f SOPhomore high _
school students. The final sample consists of studentS Whg e SOC1°‘economica11y
similar and ;hat are from rural counties. . Students wWhoO were;pfesént for classes

“on a specif¥éd day yere given a group-administered queStlon.iye: O attempt 3

. wa
was made to contact those Students who were not presents .., 1 s °°nduc§?d

S etas . 5 e Socj
For more deta%les see Education and Work in Ruraib%ESEiﬁg-%EZETNE&EL-Cbntexc v
of Early Career Decisjon and Achievement, Chapter III n g, Th

. -
»

<
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in 1968 when a similar Questjonnaire was given to a1l seniors at)-uigh schools
used in the first wave. After these questionnaires were completed, they were
matched with questionndires from Wave I, Only questionnaires from those students

who participated in both wayes were ‘used, - . '

. . -, /

In 1972, four years after panel participants were expected to graduate from
high school, a secpnd follow-uyp, was conducted. At this point a stratifibd sample
from Waves I and II w3S taken., This sample was Stratified by both race (50:50)
and sex (60. male:40 female) yithin each state. Personal interviews, mail
questionnaires and celephone interviews were used at this point. The final .
sample consisted of 1,052 black and white rural youth--201 black females, 247
black males, 240 white females, 364 white males. - -

Variables . : " e \\ ‘

Several variables werE,used to analyze the effect of marriage deferment on
achievement attitudes and agzhlnments of young people, These variables were chosen
because they closely cOincide with variables that have been used in previous

sfatus attalnment research,

.

S

Aspirations and eXPectations for. occupatlons were measured in 1968 and 1972
according to Duncan's (1961) SEI. These were seParated into two in groups.,
Those with SEI scores °f forgy-five or less were_considered,to ha®e lower
so¢io—economic aspirations apnd expectations. Those with SEI scores greater than
forty-five were conside¥ed to have m*ddle to high soclio-economic aspiratlons

and expectations.

- Educational’ aspifations and eXpectations were measured in 1968 and 1972.
These variables were divided into two groups also: those with less than college
aspirations or expectatlons and those with college asplratlons or expectationst
Educational and Sccupationa) sttainments‘as of 1972 wére coded in the same manner
as the ‘prévious educational and occupatlonal variables.

The final variable utilized W?S marital status in 1972. For purposes of this
study, marriage deferméNt hgg peen operatiomally deLined in a three category
classification. The fiTSt category includes respondents who were married during
high school or within tWO yegrs of high school graduation. The second Eategory
is made up of respondents who were not married in the period: beginning two years
after high school through four years after graduatigd. 'The-third category consists

.of resgondents who were NOt married at the time of e 1972 reecontact. This
divisipn will distinguish betyeen youth who marrifed early in the life &yele,
those who marry after & Certain amount of post-hl school‘eXperience,’;nd those

who marry after the norMative age of 22 .

— -

AnaMsis ) - .
, ' . 1 ' . B ~
Contingency table 2Dhalygjs was utiligzed to dRtetrmine the relationship between

-~

.

Ve

2M1551551pp1 was olitted because comparable data t available for each

> wave for that sta;e. -

> ' .
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. .
. the antecedents to and consequences of marriage deferment. _th'Sq‘gf; values
"were computed for each table and evaluated using the .Q5 level of gratistical
‘significance. A coefficient of contigency (C) was. caimputed for each table as a
measure of association. Sex and race controls were carried throughout' the analysis: -

RESULTS :
— .

Analysis of the data is conducted in three parts. The first kﬁfg&nes
adqlescent attitudes concerning education and'bccupations as antecedeénts to
marriage déferment. In the second portion consequences of marriage deferment on
newly-formed, early adult education and occupation attitudes are ipvestigated,
Finally, analysis of the consequences of marriage deferment on early adult educa-
tional and occupational attainments was conducted. -

Table 1 provides a bréakdown. of the marriage defeﬁnent behavior of panel
participants. Approximately one-half of the participants were marrjed at the
time of the 1972 recontact but substantial differenges existed between race and
sex ca;qgories. Fewer blacks than whites married rly. Only 16 percent of the
black men and 24  percent of the black women married within the firse two years
after high'school while 20 percent of the white men @nl 46 percent of the. white
women were married at this point. The explanation for this wvariation is unclear.
Perhaps,‘s;pce bldcks have many hardshipF to centend with during the course of
their lives, they curtail marriage because it could be an additiowmal factor which-
would further complicate their lives. A second explanation could be that many
of the bldtks who married early dropped out of high school ani were, because of
sampling techniques used, excluded from the sample. As might be expected,
women in each race married earlier than' men, especially those who married within .

the first two years .after high school. . - .

- .

) Antecedents to Marriage Deferment

>

Adolescent attitudes concerning educational and occupational preferences are
analyzed as antecedents to marriage deferment. Table 2 summarizes these _comparisons.

-

" Educational Preferencéé, 1968

- -

-

H -

~ Two measures of adolescent educational preferences are examined--aspirations
and expectations. In both cases, analysis showed thet educational preferences had

a significant relattonship on marriage .deferment. for whites, both males and

females. In general, it was found that whites who had aspirations for and who
expected to attain at least college educations have a tendency to defer marriage.
For example, of the Ghice males who aspired to college educations 60 percent were -
unmarried in 1972. On the other hand, 37 percent’ the males~who ggpired to-
less than college educations were unmarried .in 1_4? In the ca/se of educatignal-
expectations, 64 percent’ of the males who expected to attain college educati;ns
were unmarried in 1972, while only 39 percent of the males who expected to Ty
attain less,(than a college education remained unmarried.  White women exhibited \\‘
a similar pattern. Thirty-eight percent of the females who expected college.
educations were unmarried in 1972, while only 22 percent of those who expected

.

Lo attain les$ education were unmarried.. : ; . .

- - -

"Overall a férger'proportion of-whites than blacks exhibited expectations for
college educatigns; Approximately 40 percent of the black males and females

»

.




.TABLE 1: Frequency of Maritel Deferment of Souchem @ﬂl Study.

Race and Sex Comparisons

BLACK WHITE
Males Females - * Males Females Total
. z (M) z (N) z (N) z (N) z (N)
— ‘ ‘ Y —
Married Within .
Two Years After : )
High School...........16 ( 40) 24 ( 49) 20 ( 73) 46 (111) 26 ¢ 273)
Married Within e
Four Yearg After . . ‘
High School...........19 ( 46) ( 19 ( 38) 29 T1104) 26. ( 63) 24 ( 251)
//
Not Married ' - oo .
As of 1972.. /65 (161) .57 (114) .. 51.(187) 28 ( 66) 50 ( 528)
. /’ 4
TOTAL C;oo (247) 100 (201) - 100 (364) 100 (240) 100 (1052)
- , - o
R ‘ . A
) /
' < .
' 4 .
A - /
-2 s , ‘ ) )
. . b
A
!
. o
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TABLE 2: Conilngcncy Coefficients Between Adolescent Attitudes

and Marital Deferment . !
: -
A ‘ M
BLACK VHITE. Commonts
Male Female ~ Yale Femnle{w
. 2 ] ' ; .

Educational Aspirations Xeo 32 Xe 76 X #23.18% X «17,20% Hi%per level educational agpir-

+ g 1968 by Marital - Ce 046 Ce 06 Cw» 27 Ce .26  atlons were assocjated with
\gferment df =l dfw? o df=2 df =2 marriage deferment for white

| : nales and females,
2 2 P : | ,

Occupational Aspirations X =1.81 X'« .88 X #l3.88% X 5.2l  High level occupational aspir-
in 1968 by Marital Co 09 C= 07 C» .20 C= .15  ations were found to be associ-
Deferment df =2 df e? df w2 df =4 ated with deferment of marriage

y - for white males only.
| 2 2 2. ,

Educational Expectation X= 1,30 X=2.01  X#33.31% X«2l.14%"  Expectations for College educa-
in 1968 byMarital Ce 07 C» 2 C= .29 C= .15  tions associated with marriage
Deferment df=2 df=2 df=2 df=2 deferment for white males and

' females,
: .7 2 2 2 |
“Occupational Expect®tions X'= .53 XK= .45 . X =23.13% X s17.05%  Expectations for higher level
in 1968 by Marital C= 05.°C= .05 C= .26 C= .26  occupations was associated with
df = 2 df w2 df=d deferment of marriage for both

Deferment

*Significant at the .05 level

df = 4

vhite males and females. |

e

i



expected ru,ataaln collepe educat{ons, while 51 percent of the white miles and 36
Pvrbvnt of the white femalen expected to attafn higher levels of education. All

' tace and #ex tategorien had a lower percentage of people who expected to attafn
collepe educations ans compared to auplirations. v

‘

Qccupational Preferences, 1968 , S
Adolvscfnt aspirat{ons and expegtationn were examined ifn conjunction with
occupational’ preferences, White males were the only group to -show a significant
relacionship between adolescent occupational aspirations and marriage deferment.
In contrast, both white' males and females exhibf{ted signjficant relationships
betwoen early occupational expectations and marriage deferment.,

Analvsts showed that white males who had adolescent aspirations for high
level occupations tapded to defer marri{age. For example, 56 percent of_the
white males who aspired to higher level occupations were unmarriced in 1972, whilg
anly 41 percent of the males who had aspirations for occupations with lower scorces
wcrc'znmurricd. Along& the same lines, whites who expected to attain occupkcioné
with SEI scores greater than forty-five had a tendency to defer marriage. This
trend is readily obsacrvable in that 60 percent of the white males who expected
higher-scored occupations were unmarried in 1972, while 43 percent of those who
expected to attntﬁziower—scorcd oc¢cupations were unmarried (n 1972, "Twontv-three
pcrcent of those who eXpected lower scPred otcupations remained unmarried. ! '

‘Forty-one percent of the black males and 57 percent of the white males
expected tu attain occupations with‘SEI/sco:aa over forty-five. Analvsis for
females was mpre complicated because af the inclusion of "housewife' as an occupa-
tional choice. Seventy percent of the black females expected higher scored
occupations and only 3 percent expected to be housewives. Fifty-three percent
of the white females, Oon the other hand, expected to achieve higher-scored occupa-
tions and 29 percent eXxpected toO be\housegives. .

Four variables were utilized to determine the relatfonships between adolescent
educational and occupational attitudes and marital deferment. Seven of\the'eighc .
possible relationships were foumd to be significamt for whites while none of the
educational or occupational attitudes proved to be significant for blacks. This
indicates that advlescerit achievement motives and marital deferment are bound
together for whipes while this dags not appear to be the case for blacks. The
behavior pattern of whites coincides with the theoretical and empirical writings
of Bayer (196%a, 1969b). He noticed that behavior patterns of yeung adults were
influenced by adolescentlattitudes, especially educational aspirations. The
reasons for blacks not behaving in the same nner as whites. is unclear. It {is
possible that the configuration of achievement’ attitudes of white youth both

. include and reconcile marriage plans éith the ‘more obvious education®and occupa-
tion orientations, whereas for black youth, "the configuration is more segmented
with compartmentalized achievement attitudes on.the one hand and familial orienta-
tion on the other. ' ©

“

u ) Early Adult Attitudes as Consequences
The third phase of the analysis was concerned with examining the consequences
of marriage deferment On newly-formed eatly adult attitudes concerning education
and occupations. Both aspirations and expectations were considered. Table 3 {

summarizes these race and sex comparisons.
' .
TR
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TABLE'J: Contingency Coefflcfentn Brtween Farly Adult Attitudes
and Matltal Deferment
T T i ey e e e
BLACK - WHITE Comment » : '
e e L Ampent!
. | Male Female Male Female

Narital Defernent by Fo 02 Xo 86 Xe830 X 12,60 Mar{tal defement vas found to be
Educat{onal Aspira- Ce 02 Ce 06 C= .15 C» .22 axsoclated with asplrations for
tions {n 1972 df o)  We2 - dfe) Yfe? a college education for white

' o males aud femalen,
' : 2 2 ! !

Mar{tal Deferment by Dok =6 X e 826 Xelb65* X el7.400 - The refmtionship between marftal
Occupational Aspira- Ce 4 Co 20 Co 2’ Co 26 deferment and high level occupa-
tions {n 1972 df o df e df 2 dfw & vtional asplrations vas found to

% ", be signilicant for white males
‘ -and females,
20 ) ) ‘
' iy Y . ] .

Marital Deferent by | y 3,66 - X = 7,88 X #35.75% X »3.0) Z:r:z?; :;f:I?:ntxw::tﬁgzgiﬁt?o:c‘

Bducational Expecta=  Co .12 Ce .20 Ce .30 (o .30  2880ciated with exp

higher levels of education for
white males and females and for
black females.

!
tions 1972 R dje2 dfe2 dfe2 dfe?

2 2 2 2

Mar{ta]l Deferment by Xe8.67% X =351 "Xell.61* X 3072 Relationships betweed marital

Occupational Expec- (e 19 (o .2§ Ce 22 C= .35  deferment and high level accupas

tations {n' 1972 df 2 df e df»2 df=d  tional expectations were found to

' > . be significant for all race smd
y . gex categories.
) ’ ) , . ' 1.

*Significant at .05 level | “ o

12




- .. X .

- . . - . _:.-. ’\ . ‘ .

gggﬁational Preferences, 1972 L .ty " . T
L :‘ —_. P TR o . -

™. a#pitations. For ear

. . Early adult aspirations and expectatlons were used :to exadlne educatlonal
preferences in 1972. Whites, both males. and females,’ were the only group to~

show-a significant rel

dylt expectations, nificant relatlonshlps were fOUnd
for ‘white palés. and fenales and for blaqk fe les- P £ o -
k ) . L R - - . .

- -> :o-‘
v In general it wasy found that thexlonger hlte’partlcipants deferred marriage,
the more they tended to aspire to college-educatlons.- For example, college
.aspirations for white males intreased from.57 percent fof those who married w1th1n
thb first two years after high. school ‘to 75 percent for those who were unmhrrled
“in.- :1972, For white females, college asplratlons 1ncreaséﬁ from 49%percent ﬁor ‘

‘those’ who marrled earller to J2 percent fod those who were unmarrled

4

-

w ]

. OGer sixty percent of each. race and sex ‘category had asplratlons for college

educatlons. This is partlcularly interesting because ‘it represents a slight

‘increase in the college asp1ratlons of each group from 1968 to 1972.:
— . - :
Analys;s of educatlonal expectatlons showed that the longer white males,

-

whlte females and black “femtMes deferred marriage . the more they tended to ‘expect _ :

'college educatlons. For example, 21 percent of the black women who were married

within the first two years aftet hlgh school expected to attain college-educations.

The percenﬁ%ge -increased to 45 p cent for those’ who were unmarried in 1972.

For wh1te males the proportion of ponidents who "expected college educations

increased from 21 percent for those who marfied early, to 63 percent for ‘those "

who were unnarrled in 1972, The proporti increased from 22 to 50 percent for .

white, females.. . - : : : : .o

X Educational expectations were rather low, especially in comparison with early
75 adult aspirations. Fifty percent of the white males expe¢ted college educations.

.

All other groups had approximately 40 percent of the people expecting colledl - ' ,

educatfons., This suggests that, .evén though .the’ majority of the sespondents in
this sample desire college educations, many of .them do not percelve the opportunlty
" to fulfill their desdires. .

Occupational Preferendes,‘l972 . . o~ .

nship between marlizéldefefment and early adult educatlonal

*

\ ) . R
[ -

-~
.

) "As was done prev1ously, early adult asp1ratlons and expectations are ysed
to analyze. occupatlonal preferences in 1972. White males and females werethe
only groups to exhibit a 51gn1f1cant rélationship between marrlage deferment and
early adult occupational a@spirations while all sex and race categorfes exhibited
significant relationships concerning expectations.

Overall, the longer whites deferred marriage, the more they tended to aspire
to occupations with SEI scores over forty-five. The percentage of white men
who aspired to occupations with scores over forty-five increased from 49 for
those who married within two years after high school graduation to 75 percent
for those who were unmarrfed in 1972 For Whlte females, aspirations foz higher
scored occupations increased from'70" percent for those who married earliest to
94. percent for those who deferred marriage until after 1972.

- -
- .
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« : Occupatlonal asplraalﬁns for alI(Eace and sex categories were rather high. N__’;,
Between 54 and 80 percent of each category expected to attain occupations with '
- SEI scores over forty-five. For both races, a higher proportion of females
‘\_ aspired to higher—scored occupations than males. Once again, few black or white

. fema%es aspired to the occupation of "housewife".

[y
-

-,

- Analysls of educational expectations indicate that the longer respordents
‘deferre marriage the higher were their .pccupational expectations. For example,

. expecta ons . for occuPabions with scores over forty—five increased from 26 percent
for black males. who married earliest to 42 percent for those who were unmarried
in 1972. Black females:had a 24 percent increase, white males had a 29 percent -
. Ingcrease and white females experienced a 39 percent increase in expectations- ‘
from,those who married earlier to those who deferred marriage until- after 1972,

2

\

The data showed a signlflcant decline in the percentage of respondents who
* 7 -adpired to hlgher~5c0red occupations versus the percentage who expected to attain
‘ such _occupations. Bétween 18 and 39 percent of each race and sex category expected
.} to attain hlgher-scored occupations. More whites exhibited ‘expectations for
higher-$cored occupatlons and a smaller percentage of black males than black
females expected to attain- occupatlons with scores over forty-flve.

~— In thlS portion of the analyS1s four variables were utilized to 1nvest1gate )
consequences of marltal deferment on early adult educational and occupational -
attt*tudes. For whltes 1n;phe sample, marital deferment proved to have a sigpnificant
relatlonshlp on all of e*Q¢ght relationships. For blacks, no aSplratlonal
Tattitude was significant, >ut three of the four expectation attitudes were .
significant. It was also found\that relationships concernlng expectations were
stronger than they were for aspirations. These findings indicate two important -
patterns. (First, for white respondents, early adult achievement attitudes appear g
to be closely tied to the marital def ent decision. This does.#lot seem to be %
_the case for blacks. sMttitudes of blacks\concernlng educational and occupational
asplratlons appear to be 1ndepe dent of marltal deferment but expectation attitudes
appear to be influenced by marjtal deferméit. . Secondly, since expectations had a
stronger relationship with marital deferment for all groups, it appears that,

‘as the panel participants began to mature, marltal.deferment‘had more of an
1nfluence on expectatlons. R o .

-
.

Early Aduf%_Attainments as Cénseqﬁenees_ - .

-

Educat1onal and occupational attainments were used to- determine consequences
of marital deferment. Table 4 summarizes the race and sex comparlsons made.

~ -

Educational Attainments, 1572 ’ ~. : . ’ - /f )

-

Relatlonshlps between marital deferment and early adult educetlonal attain-
‘ments'were found to be significant for all race and sex categories. Across all
categories, the longer a person deferred marriage, the higher the percentage of’
people attaining college educations. For example, only five percent of the black
males who married within two. years after high school attained college educations
as of 1972, wh11e 20 percent of those who were unmarrded in 1972 attained college
' eddcations. ‘' College attainment for black females increased from 6 percent for
those who married earliest to 27 percent for those who were unmarried. The pro-
portion-of white males increased from 12 to 43 percent while white females had
an increase from 12-to 47 percent. - . - .

1
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- TABLE 4 Contingency Loefficients Betveen Early Adult '
Status Attginnent and Marital Deferment
1 &, | '
— ‘ —
BLACK _WIE ~ Coments
. .+ Male Female . Male  Femle
\ R N B S , ﬁ
.+ Marital Deferment by X=06,54 X=9.8% X=03.29% X=08.17% Al relationships between mari- |
Educational Attain- ¢ ~ C= 16 C= 22 C= .25 C= .32 - tal defernent and educational at-
ment in 1972 © df=d df=1 - df=2 df=2 tainment were significant.
S 2 2 2 2 e
 Marital Defernent by X =14,04% X =02.00% X=40.92+ X=73,58% ALl relationships between mari-
‘Occupational Attain- €= .23 "C= 42 C= 32 C= .49 tal defernent and early adult -
ment in 1972 * df = 6 =8 df=6 if =8 occupational attainments were
: : significant, |

/?/Significant at .05 level
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Y - More thtes éttained'college educationi than blacks, but overall, the educa-
tional attainménts of\ respondents were rathé&r lew. The proportion of people who
b attained college educatlons ranged from a low -of 16 percent for black males to a
hlgh of 33 perdent for white males.
¢ r ) s-.
Occupatibnal Attainment, 1972, ‘ .-

y I PR « o, ”
| Relat;onshlps for marital deferment and occupatiOnal attainments were signi-
" ficant for all rdce and sex categories. Respondents who were students in 1972
had. a strong tendency to be unmarried., For example, only. five percent of the
black males who married within two years after high school were students while
17 pércent rof those who married were unmarried when students. For whlte females,
* “four percent of thoge who married earliest weré students, while 38 percent of
- ' those wete unmarried were students. ,Ehe same patteri was exhibited by black

females and ‘white males. ) \ o ' ‘
: -

»

Overall occupatlona} attalnments were low. Only five percent of the black
‘malds ‘and six percent of fhe black females attained occupatlons with .SE¥ scores .

. over forty-five. - The perfentage of whites who attained higher-scored occupations
_was slightly higher; 15 percent of the males and 31 percent of the females. -These
low attainments can be explalned partly by the fact that respondents were app30x1—‘

- mately 21 to 23 years old at this time, which would mean they had not had sufficient
time to acqulre high status occupatlons. It was also noted that more whites were
® students. ‘Twenty=seven percent of the white males and 17 percent of the white
" .females'were ‘students, while 12 percent of the black males and l6.p&rcent of the
black’ females were students.:

Analysis concerning consequences of marital deferment on early.adui§\educa—
3t10nal and occupational attainments provided many findings. For the first time,
a1l relatlonshkps were significant. This indicates that, in most cases, marriage
&Eferment and attainments are-linked. Because of the relatively young age of the
panel, it is difficult to draw conclusions concerning high achievement patterns;
but it was found that low educational and occupational achlevement was associated
with early marriage.

/4

The main achievement irnput for occupational attainment was "'student". There

+ ; .was g strong tendency for respondents who were students in 1972 to be uUnmarried.

> ~ 'This is important because many studies have linked education with occupatlonal
attalnment (Blau and Duncan, 1967; Sewell and Shah, 1968). Also, because data
concernlng occupatlonal attainment does not allow enough time for upward, mobility.
patterns to emerge, it is hard to establish an occupational attainment pattern
other than for the catefory of ''student", But data on educational attainment
shows clearly that marriage deferment enhapceg educationgl attainment.

) r ')CONCLUSIONS
4 ~ .

The purpose of. this rese®frch was to.examine the effect of marriage deferment,
within the educational and occupational achievement process, on young black and
white youth. This was done by investigating, through the use of contingency
tables, relationships that exist during various phases of a person's life. The
analysis was organized in three parts. First, adolescent attitudes concerning
education and occupations were investigated as antecedents to marital deferment.
Second, the relationship between marital deferment and newly-formed educational

-~ ' "
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. g ) ' . i N wee .
and occupational attjtudes Were studied. Lastly, assocldtyg,. beted n Darriage
deferment and educatjonal and occupational attainments wess anal¥®€" - .

An important and somewhat unexpected finding of th$ gi,gy ¥2° that the
relationship betWeen -achievement attitudes and marriagé defeypent Yere djifferent
for whites than they were £Or blacks. During the life f¥YQlg ppas5® of_adolescence
and early adulthood, yhite respondents, for the most p3T%, exﬁihite Signjficant
relationships between achievement attitudes, actual att@itmgpes and Triage
deferment. 1In*early adulthood, aspirations of blacks stily did nOttapPear to .
be associated with marital deferment but expéctations 30 attaiﬂmends did. From

“  these findings We can conclude that the matrix ofs attitUdeg formed ur%ng adol-
escence and early adulthood concerning educations and 9¢CUpgqion® 2T€ interrelated
with marital deferment for whites. For blacks, the int®Trej ,.jof° Oes not
appear until early adulthoOd-‘ , . ,cj L.

For whites, early marriage had a depressant effect on adoleSC?nt and early
adult aspirations apd igxpectatiens, both educationally 3Rd occupatlinally. At
the same time, adolescent and early adult attitudes f£of Nigho. 1€V6-S Of eguca-
tion and higher Statys occuP@tions were associated with 1@tep rrid8e. % yas

also found that higher-levels of darly adult attainmentS fop pit®S? 23S well as
‘continued education; wereua$§dciated’with later .marriag®- TheVbe? VIOr pattern
of white panel participants 1s supportive of previous 5t3tyg 3ftalnm§nt research.

For example, Call and ottd (1977) ‘found, in a study of males, that : STe there \\\_

were early marriagescthere ?ére-low aspirattons, and, €O%Verg.lys en Men were
successful acadeMically they were more likely to defer ®aTrjace. A Study conducted
by Treiman and Terrell (1975) pointed out that women wb° deferred mijrlage had

higher expectations and were betteéd educated. . o - .7

) . .. ~ a o
As has been Stated, th? Telationship between marical defefmeneihnd achieve-
ment attitudes did nﬁ% appear until early adulthood for blaéks aﬂd t,e“ for
expectations and attainments &nly. Although the behavioOT of placks 1S inconsistent
with that reported in most Studies, there is a plausible.ekplanétlon fQund in
the literature. The "sucéess-theme" that exists. in AmeFlCap Societl as been
discussed by researchers (Merton, 1968; Williams, 1951)¢ Moge p€°P.° 38ree
that American society emﬁhasiZes achievement, especially QQQupationao achj eve-
ment. Because of thig, American youth accept and desir® 2 qoymo?’ s C%etal .
value of. success- Cosby;(lq74) points out that we can 3§Sume, heur%itlcally,
that young pgople fall into One of two groupings concerfing Ccu??tiinal'attain—
ment possibilities: (1) those who have a high probabildty 3chle.en$‘high
status occupations, and:(2) those who have a low probabl*ig ‘3Ch;ivl“8 high
status occupations. yhen the concept of the "success-theme foT'sn?d with
he concept of two groupings Of ‘occupational attainment PfobabillFlg it
i = - uatlon of OCCuPatloqs will

ppears that those youth qha ascribe‘to societies eval

have achievement attjtrudes that are unrealistic.
Cosby (1974) carries this line of thimking a step ?u?ther. He.hy?pfhesizes~

that choices made by,those People who have a low probablllty of 3Ch:$Yln8 high

- status occupations may have little direct relationship'9" thejy beh'n;or‘ Instead
he sees these attitudes as "a psychological crutch, a cgmpensatiﬂgg;A)luence for

- socially defined behavior in a success-oriented society _ Cosby; 1 ) !

.- other words, those People who will probably have low achlevements
status within society by projecting théir success intd ﬁ € furure’ . Ch thus

remain social psyYChologically within the "success ethoS ©€vep, j dmj behavior

and attainment.are generally inconsistent., To do therw?se WOuld a'mlt.failure
and be of high psYychological cost. . ' :

bl * !
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